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Although I have had but a brief opportunity to read the draft report 
and do not have it available as 1 write, a fair observations racy be of" interest, 

Ere contemplated TJ.S. force build-up will, hopefully stoo the erosion 
of security, at pone later point push the VC bade into the jungle, and, "sooner 
or later, make then core amenable to a political settlement. But there a re 
three worrisome problems hox-e - 

A. lfill tho President bo able to settle for something I 333 th-n a 
clear-cut nil it ary victory (or at least somethin,? that can" be creditably 
passed off as one) after ■cc:.t 2 ifci±r < ~ forces of the contemplated scale? Would 
a much larger force xhick provided a greater chance for a "military v'cteiy 1 ’ 
be easier for his to live with than tho contemplated force which night break 
t„e bad-: of the nain force, but cot necessarily cut deeply into the VC capabi- 
lity for substantial guerrilla activity? 

B. Should the report address the question cf dealing with the cuorrilla 

problem through a na Jor political-economic per/ war effort? X have a~eueasy 
feeling that, thus far, the hind and level of plaining that Lu 3 gone into the 
nen-nilitary sphere is vastly inadequate and would suggest that this problem 
be attached as soon as possible with the hind of priorifc'- f and drive that 1-0 3 
been given to nilitaiy p lan ning. * 

C. Should the report explicitly stats that the forces contemplated ray 
well turn cut to bo significantly loss than vfcst may have to be c ommi tted 
not only in Viot-van but elsoiijore, as we raise the cats here? 

• After the ccaaitnont of even the contemplated level of U.3. forces, 

’if "? ^-° to i’dv a political settlement involving anything less 

than wxc VC* s turning in their suits altogether. 

Cn a different aspect of tS« problem, the ant tor of ties deployment of 

^ a<r ‘ attaching- a "devil's advocate" paper which argues the case 
for 0.3. forces In tho highlands. 

Your paper poir.se up tho importance of Chleu Hoi and wo night want to 
revel-op a separata sot ex' recommendations later this week. Vngor and I havo 
had^seue useful talks with tho Chlau Eoi survey teen cr.d with representatives 
°V*“?’7 1 s? “ aS t:ii3 seming getting a first hand look at tho Chios Eoi 

7 s ,~f c f j4 v:, 1 f 1:: ? hr/ ® a £q * suCB-stiens on V.3. Fowes-Vietnaaecs 
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